WHATTOFF'S €iupEBAKER e 


TRAILER TOTER 


George Hamlin 


A BETTER IDEA 


It all started with this one customer, who came into 
the Whattoff Studebaker dealership in Ames, Iowa, in early 
1952 and inquired about the price of a pickup truck. He was 
interested in deleting the box from the order, and Vernard 
Whattoff casually asked why; chassis-and-cab orders were 
common enough on the larger trucks, but not on the 3/4 ton 
jobs. 


The man was in the business of transporting trailers-- 
mainly what were then called "house trailers" until that 
name got tarnished by association with "trailer parks," so 
they became "mobile homes." His problem was meeting 
different overall-length requírements of the several states, 
primarily the one he was based in. 


To understand the trucking business in the 1950's 
requires knowing about Iowa's famous 45-foot limit. Other 
nearby states permitted longer combinations, but the Iowa 
legislature was not convinced that tractor-trailer rigs over 
45 feet long were safe. (Iowa was also just about the last 
holdout against the double-bottom "road trains" that came in 
20 years later). The truckers complained, loudly; they 
applied political pressure at all levels (including the 
federal level, which is how the got the double-bottom rigs 
legalized in all states); but they had to put up with the 
limit, because Iowa sat astride America's main east-west 
routes: U.S. 6 and U.S. 30. The favored route was U.S. 30, 
which went through Omaha-Council Bluffs, Des Moines, and 
Davenport-Moline. For a while the truckers threatened to 
bypass Iowa entirely, but the threat was empty, because the 
alternative was U.S. 40 down in Missouri. Choosing that 
route meant putting up with Kansas City, Saint Louis, and 
Springfield (Illinois), plus a long detour up U.S. 66 to get 
to Chicago. Under the circumstances, most truckers chose to 
establish big marshaling yards at Denver and change 
trailers. Clearly, however, this sort of option was not 
available to the transporter whose cargo was the trailer 
rather than the contents, so these operators had to keep the 
length of the prime mover as short as they could. 





The big Whattoff building on U.S. 30 bypass as it 
appeared in 1985, For Sale or Lease, 23 acres. 





The former Whattoff Studebaker dealership on 
West Lincoln Way, with Toyotas in residence 


Toters in process, the Lincoln Way building, 1972 


Whattoff's customer wanted, in effect, a tractor, but 
not the regularly available ones, rated at 20,000 pounds 
G.V.W. and up. They were too much, both in capacity and 
cost, just to haul empty house trailers around. Besides, 
they still had too much wheelbase and a 5th-wheel hitch, 
useless for house trailers. He wanted a 3/4 ton tractor. 
His solution was to make his own by cutting the frame of a 
pickup and shortening the wheelbase, mounting the hitch 
right behind the cab. The resulting wheelbase would turn 
out to be about 80 inches, and for those who haven't thought 
much about that before, we will assure you that an 80-inch 
wheelbase on a full-height vehicle does not give a boulevard 
ride. Whattoff tried to bring the subject up gently: "Won't 
that ride a little hard?" he asked. Not with a trailer 
behind, that is, but while deadheading -- returning home 
empty after the trailer has been delivered. "Sure," said 
the customer. "But you just have to put up with it." 


But it was the safety aspect that really bothered 
Vernard Whattoff. A vehicle like that, operating on 2/3 of 
the wheelbase it was designed with, was flat unsafe, It 
would do peculiar things on washboard surfaces and corner 
strangely, even on dry pavement. What it would do in an 
Iowa winter was something else again. And it was then that 
Whattoff's inventive mind changed the trailer transport 
business with a casual question. 





1.12 
„ЖЕЛ 


ii 
‘ve ue 


e. N d t } n y٤ Е Е zl d i 
We eI NI per? лыд RN 


Aerial view of the proposed new Whattoft 
Industries building, 1971 


"I was coming home for lunch one day and I suddenly 
thought, say, why don't we make a truck with a telescoping 
frame?" Such a truck could have it both ways: full 
wheelbase for riding empty, short wheelbase for towing. 
Whattoff called the prospect and asked him if he would be 
interested in such a vehicle, and he expressed a reluctant 
willingness. First, of course, Whattoff had to prove the 
thing could be built. "We ordered a new 3/4 ton frame from 
South Bend. Frame only," says Whattoff. "We were too 
chicken to experiment with a whole truck." 


THE DEALERSHIP THAT, COULD 


Whattoff Motor Company was well situated for off-center 
assignments like the telescoping frame. The family business 
was started by the senior Whattoff around 1928 as a garage 
and gas station. Brothers Don and Vern took it over around 
1939, just in time to leave it for World War II, so their 
father came back to keep the business going for the 
duration. "There were no cars, and there was no gas," says 
Don. "He repaired bicycles, anything he could get." The 
brothers took the business back after the war, and in 1947 
decided to take the Studebaker franchise. Early results 
were "terrible," says Vern. "Four, six cars a month. But 
then it took off; by 1951 or so, we were selling with 





Whattoff's own-make "Toter 8" with the extra- 
short International Sightliner cab 


Chevrolet and Ford up here (Ames is about 30 miles north of 
Des Moines and its businesses can reach not only that 
metropolitan market but the local Iowa State University- 
oriented community and the agricultural heartland of Iowa 
for miles around). Once we did 24 cars in a week. The 
local Chevy and Ford dealers didn't like us a lot. We even 
tried to cut into the police business, sold 2 or 3 cars to 
them, but they didn't work out." (The city of Ames was 
always willing to consider alternative police cars; in 1959 
it bought Edsels. They didn't work out, either.) 


Steady growth attended the dealership, and in 1955 the 
brothers decided to move from the in-town location at 118 
Hayward to a new site outside of town: 3605 West Lincoln 
Way. Automobile fanciers will recognize that a street with 
that name either is, or was, U.S. 30; as observed 
previously, one of the major east-west transcontinental 
arteries. In the days before U.S. 30 bypassed Ames, that 
street carried all the east-west traffic not interested in 
going through Des Moines. Automobile customers coming in to 
Ames from the west had to pass by Whattoff's, and the 
truckers passed it every day. The operating principles 
never changed during all this time: Vern was general 
manager, Don was sales manager, and the customer was king. 
"We tried to go by the Golden Rule and it worked," says Don. 


All of Ames was pretty Studebaker-conscious in those 
days, and when the Lark came out, Whattoff made the most of 
it. Locals were treated to the sight of a brand-new salmon- 
painted V-8 Lark that just cruised the streets all day long, 
obviously with orders to wear out the tires as quickly as 
possible. Nobody but the street rodders could keep up with 
the thing; it left traffic lights and stop signs at 
astonishing speeds, always attention-getting but never 
obnoxious. Limited national acclaim came when the 
brotherhood in the Iowa State chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
fraternity chipped in to buy a new car for their beloved 
housemother -- and chose a Lark. (The joke was on them; 
they bought the lady a six). Perhaps the high point came 
when Whattoff bid on a large fleet order for the Iowa 
Highway Commission -- and smugly walked off with an order 
for several hundred cars. That first success was followed 
by others in 1959-60, putting hundreds of Studebakers in the 
state fleet. The Chevy and Ford dealers didn't like that 
too much, either. "We made very little per car on those 
fleet orders," says Don. "The idea was mainly to get more 
Studebakers on the street," 


But it was going to be trucks where Whattoff Motor 
Company left its mark on the Studebaker story. 


SUCCESS THE FIRST TIME 


With the experience available to it in 1952, the 
Whattoff back shop was well equipped to tackle conversion of 
the 3/4 ton truck to Vern Whattoff's idea. The new frame 
came in from Studebaker and "the boys started marking and 
measuring," says Vern. And cutting. They needn't have 


Chevrolet C-65 427 15-foot Toter, 1973. Note 
full range of equipment: storage box, trailer 
spare tires, 4-Way Hitch with height adjustment, 
adjustable front mirror. 





feared working on a whole truck, because the telescoping 
frame worked out on the first try. "Once we had the frame, 
we went over to the dealer in Webster City, bought another 
pickup, and moved everything over." Most of the driveline 
was unchanged, although the driveshaft caused some momentary 
thought. A telescoping shaft was considered and rejected 
because the lengths didn't work out right, and because the 
trucks would sometimes be operated at high speeds ("I've 
seen 'em do 100 miles an hour"). Precision engineering 
would have been required, and the shafts are out in the 
weather, which would have interfered with the precision. So 
two shafts were supplied, with slip yokes on the 
transmission and differential (depending on the application, 
one 20 to 24 inches, the other 55 to 60 inches long). 
Shortening and lengthening the frame was accomplished with a 
cable winch and a 2-ended pulley setup. In its shortened 
version, this hauler came down so short that the rear wheels 
actually rubbed the back of the cab, so clearance space was 
cut into the lower back cab corners. 


A common size for a house trailer -- ah, mobile home-- 
in those days was 8 by 35 feet; so to meet the 45-foot 
limit, Whattoff's prototype was rigged so that its overall 
length could be cranked down to 10 feet, The 2R11 pickup 
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Vernard Whattoff examines his Toter 


was chosen to get the Commander six, and the Borg-Warner 
overdrive transmission was modified with a toggle switch to 
provide the operator with six selectable speeds. 

Brakes were easy. "Long brake hose," says Vern. "Just 
loop it and hook it. When we were lengthening the truck, 
we'd just unhook it -- if we didn't forget." The handbrake 
cable was shortened with a pulley rigged to the operating 
handle. The rear was converted for dual wheels. "Other 
folks were using 1/2 ton trucks for this work, or even a 
car, always with single rear wheels. Our trucks always had 
duals, even the 3/4 ton version. We pressed out the studs 
and got longer ones." This trick, we might add, is a 
tribute to the Studebaker chassis, because just putting 
duals on some rear axles will cause problems, like early 
bearing failure. When the design is really marginal, just 
reversing the wheels will cause bearing failure -- for 
example, on the Volkswagen bugs when the rodders tried that 
stunt. 


And there on the shop floor stood a completed truck of 
new and inventive design. The Whattoffs named it the 
Trailer Toter and began to market it through the steady 
stream of interstate traffic that came by their door. 


The Studebaker Trailer Toter that Vernard 
Whattoff kept; it could use an engine, a 
transmission, and some other cosmetics 


A GROWING BUSINESS 


The Trailer Toter took off steadily and profitably. It 
did not take long for Whattoff to become a major player in 
the truck business, and the dealership was having an effect 
in both South Bend and Detroit. "We needed lots of heavy- 
duty equipment once we really started selling Toters," says 
Vern. "We made Toters out of Studebaker trucks of all 
types, with engines of all kinds. The 5-speed overdrive 
transmissions, for example; Studebaker made them available 
for the Toter operation at Ames. We started pushing 
Studebaker to offer a Diesel 5-10 years before it finally 
did." It was nominally a condition of franchise that a 
Studebaker dealer had to buy some trucks along with the 
cars, and most of them chose to buy the cheapest pickups and 
sell them at cost just to meet the requirement. 

"They were required to do that on paper," chuckles John 
Duncan, who during this period was Studebaker's Fleet Sales 
Manager. "But so many of them didn't bother, and mainly it 
was overlooked. They [in South Bend] were so tickled any 
time somebody ordered a truck they didn't know what to do. 
But Whattoff was really selling lots of trucks." 





Handbrake cable adjustment for variable 
wheelbase is this storage reel on the handle 


Vernard Whattoff agrees. "We were getting Studebaker 
to offer more equipment while other dealers were grumbling 
about having to sell a couple of pickups." When the Toter 
operation began, Studebaker's largest truck dealer was 
Freeman-Spicer in South Bend, but Whattoff soon overtook the 
home-town folks. 


"Around 1956, when the E28 came out, we became the 
largest Studebaker truck dealer," says Vern. "The other 
truck makers were not unaware of what was happening, either. 
G.M., Ford, International engineers would come out here. 
They'd look at our relatively small shop, without 
sophisticated tools. Then they'd look at the finished 
product. They couldn't understand how we did it." The 
finished product was maturing. There was now some major 
surgery in front to cut down on the wasted space in front of 
the radiator. This meant removing the fiberglass front 
(Vern! Where did you put all those things?) and shortening 
the hood a little, but the basic Studebaker appearance 
remained. Even the open STUDEBAKER nameplate was retained, 
but reinstalling it in the shortened hood caused the E and 
the B to be unnaturally joined upon close inspection. 


In 1958 Whattoff added the International line. "We 
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Trailer Toter's adjustable frame was 
controlled by cable-and-pulley setup 


were loyal to Studebaker but you'd better give the man [the 
customer] what he wants. It helped expand the business." 
We can testify, having heard it more than once, that a 
customer asking after conversion on another make would be 
told, "We have better luck with Studebakers." Such a 
response had even more credibility when it came from a 
dealer who handled more than Studebaker. Meanwhile, the 
development of the Toter continued. 


"We had one experimental job, a one-off Studebaker, 
that we did," recalls Vern. "It had a one-man cab. On the 
right were the tires, tools, and gas tank. It was wrecked." 
The central idea with that truck was the same as always: get 
the length down. Eventually they got the length down to 8 
feet; the "Toter 8" was built from 1960 through 1963 on 
Studebaker chassis, with some 4-53 G.M.C. and some 
Chevrolets. The wheelbase was 64-88-112 inches, giving 
overall lengths, bumper to ball, of 8-10-12 feet. The front 
end surgery required for this one changed the looks of the 
truck completely, involving as it did the removal of all the 
space in front of the radiator. The bumper was flattened 
and brought way back; the fenders and hood were sectioned, 
folded back, and rewelded; and a new stylish grille was 
bolted on to what was now a completely flat front. "We went 
out and bought some cold-air registers," chuckles Vern. 
"Later on we upgraded them a little." They still looked 





like cold-air registers, but Studebaker used Ө ідеа 
on its 8E Diesel fronts, and all of the other truck makers 
have picked up the idea of a snubbed nose to save length. 


There was another group of 25 Toter 8's, built between 
1962 and 1965, on a special chassis. These jobs were "own 
make" Whattoffs, and used Studebaker, International, or 
Detroit engines with the International Sightliner cab. That 
cab, once seen never forgotten, had a remarkable 48" overall 
length bumper to back of cab, and the operator has the 
feeling that he is driving a window. In a very real sense, 
the driver is the first thing to get hit in one of these 
cabs, and they were not a commercial success for 
International. but Boy! Were they short. And about this 
time things began to happen that changed the nature of the 
Trailer Toter business. 


The first was minor: the name was changed to Whattoff 
Toter. (Remember, "Trailer" meant "trailer park.") The 
next was far more important: Studebaker went into the toter 
business. 


"The Toters were doing well enough that they decided it 
would be good for them to build it themselves," recalls Vern 
Whattoff. "They never asked us about it; they had Bock do 
it in Elkhart."  Whattoff and Bock were not strangers; 
Whattoff had a sales and service branch in Elkhart (then, as 
now, the heart of the trailer -- er, mobile home industry, 
with something like 160 factories in the immediate 2-state 
vicinity during the glory days). Bock himself had done 
"some mild conversions" similar to those done by Whattoff. 
"He actually made light of our work, to tell you the truth." 
And Elkhart was, of course, closer to South Bend. But 
still: was this a crummy trick to pull on your biggest 
dealer, or what? "I don't think they treated us very well," 
agrees Vern. "The greatest exposure they had to the toter 
business was through their Ames dealer. But they decided 
they wanted to build them -- and instead of coming to us 
they went to Elkhart." The Whattoff copies, of course, were 
just that: copies. What about infringement suits? "Our 
family lawyer had handled all our stuff, and he muffed it on 
the adjustable frame, so we had no patent, no protection. 
We went to a patent lawyer in Des Moines for our 4-way 
adjustable hitch; the hitch is still selling, so we have had 
some royalties over the years." 


What did they have in mind in South Bend, anyway? Why 
did Studebaker elect to enter the toter business in such a 
backstabbing fashion? "I told them they were crazy not to 
go to Whattoff," says John Duncan. "The thing Studebaker 
did never got off the ground. I don't think it hurt Vern 
financially -- Studebaker made very, very few of them -- but 
it had to hurt his feelings. I said, here's a guy, he's 
been buying a lot of trucks from you ... they thought they 
could do a better job of it, but of course they couldn't." 


In the end it didn't matter much whether Bock, or 
Studebaker, or anybody else, was making counterfeit 
Studebaker/Whattoff Trailer Toters, because the third 
development was when Studebaker quit the truck business. 


In shortened position, Toter's rear wheels 
and fenders come right up to the cab, which is 
modified 





THE TOTER AFTER STUDEBAKER 


Whattoff had, of course, the International line and the 
expertise to build Toters on anything after Studebaker quit 
trucks. And there was still the ability to do original 
thinking. The 4-way hitch, the first telescoping mirror 
(mounted on two square tubes across the front of the cab), 
leaf springs mounted on one end in a coil-spring box to take 
care of the hard-riding problem when riding empty, a 
remarkable quick-change ball held in place by removable 
wedges -- "We tried a lot of things" -- and a matchless 
nationwide reputation, particularly in the Midwest and the 
East, gave Whattoff Motors, soon Whattoff Industries, the 
basis for continuing even stronger than before. There was a 
new Toter available, a special 60-inch job on the 
International 1710 cab-over-engine; the hitch was within 
inches of the engine, way down under the cab. Customers 
from all over wanted Toters, and the business outgrew the 
quarters on West Lincoln Way. 


"We were really crowded by 1969," says Don Whattoff. 
"We either had to stop the growth or enlarge. We had the 
“eo had Simca for a while, and we had Toyota. We 


were partners on the west end, but we decided the best thing 
to do was split up. Т stayed out on the west end, and I 
ended up with Toyota and Dodge.  Vernard took the Toters to 
the new location." And the Whattoff Toter business was 
really poised to hit the big time. The state was relocating 
U.S. 30 onto a new limited-access superslab south of town, 
and Interstate 35 had come up from Kansas City and Des 
Moines, headed for Minneapolis/St. Paul, a few years before. 
A Toter dealership at such a high-traffic interchange would 
be perfectly suited to Whattoff's interstate clientele, and 
Vernard Whattoff put up a huge building there. Whereas his 
production on Lincoln Way had been 25-30 jobs per month 
under normal circumstances, the new location would give him 
the capacity of 2000 jobs yearly. Personnel went from 10-12 
to 60-70. The business moved in 1972. 


The timing could not have been worse. 


When the new facility was in the planning stage, 1969- 
71, and when the financing was being arranged, there was no 
way of foreseeing the gasoline crisis of 1973. It began in 
a limited way during the summer -- those attending the SDC 
International Meet in Colorado Springs that July will long 
remember the uncertainties of the trip, the gas stations 
that limited everyone to 10 gallons per stop, the lines in 
Colorado. The Yom Kippur War began on 6 October, and the 
Arab oil-producing nations announced a total embargo on oil 
exports to the United States on the 19th. The Federal 
government contributed to the panic by panicking itself-- 
students of infamous dates will remember that the 55-mph 
"national speed limit" was imposed on the several states on 
2 January 1974. By the end of the month there were long 
lines nearly everywhere, panic on the highways, fistfights 
in the gas stations, and uncertainty in the showrooms. 
First to feel the pinch were the manufacturers of 
recreational vehicles; Winnebago almost went under, Elkhart 
had visions of being a ghost town, and trailer sales just 
died. That meant the market for Toters was almost 
completely gone, while the transporters waited to see what 
would happen. Had the Toter operation still been in its old 
quarters on Lincoln Way, it could have ridden the crisis 
through, but down on the Interstate, with the new mortgage, 
it didn't have a chance.  "Mobile-home deliveries were off 
83 per cent, 1973 to 1974," recalls Vernard Whattoff. "We 
left the building in November 1974, and sold it in July 
1975." From a position of dominance in the toter business, 
Whattoff Industries had been in the new building less than 
three years before it was destroyed: 


Whattoff Industries, that is. Not Vernard Whattoff. 


AFTER THE PARTY WAS OVER 


Whattoff Toters had the best name in the business, and 
that breeds customer loyalty. "Some trucks started coming 
back in during 1975-76 for parts and service," says Vern. 
"That helped clean the inventory out, although the finance 
company took a beating. We actually built a few Toters in 
1975 on а scratch basis, farming the work out here and 
there. In 1976 we built a few more; New Way in Des » 
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The official Studebaker toter - a 1964 8 E 28 
converted by Bock in Indiana. This restored truck 
is presently owned by Don and Anne Richards of 
Mason, New Hampshire. The photo was taken by 
George and Bee Hamlin at the 1978 International SDC 
Meet at South Bend. 





did & few for us. By 1978 we were going great guns, 
comparatively: one a week or so, We get several calls a 
week, and we farm the work out. We get Kenworths, 
everything, a few every year, The average day for now 
consists of some time spent arranging business for the 
company (name changed again: Whattoff Enterprises), enough 
to keep the operation going and income incoming, and some 
time spent doing the Lord's work. "I don't know anyone who 
is as devoted to the Lord's work as he is," observes brother 


Don. "Not 8 hours a day, more like 18. He works a truck in 
here and there." 


Although the numbers are smaller now, the influence is 
still felt. The Whattoff name is still revered in its 
field, and Studebaker truck fanciers in particular ought to 
recognize the debt they owe to Whattoff Motor Company and 
the Whattoff Trailer Toter. Much of the romance, 
excitement, or whatever-you-will of the later Studebaker 
trucks would simply never have been, without the Trailer 
Toter and Vernard Whattoff. 
"He was a pioneer," acknowledges John Duncan today. 
"He was always pushing us to upgrade those trucks, things we 
might never have done otherwise. Like the 5-speed 
overdrive: he wanted that because his customers were coming 
back empty. He really made a difference." 


sold out around 1976, 
it to the present dealers." 


it now, 
operation. 


first one, 


Our plea for photos of toters currently owned by 
SDCers received only one contribution. David Dow 
sent in this picture of a Bock toter in use. It is 
the same one, owned by the Richards in New 
Hampshire. Does anyone out there have a Whattoff 
Toter? 





Donald Whattoff's portion of the Ames automotive empire 
continues on Lincoln Way, right where it was. "It's the 
oldest Toyota dealership in the state now," he observes. 
but I still own the building and lease 
The old building at 118 Hayward 
is still in the family, too; there are several businesses in 
and the seven Whattoff children are partners in its 
"The experts told me seven partners wouldn't 
work," muses Don. "I thought different. Same way Vernard 
and I operated: the Golden Rule. It's working out fine. 
I'm kinda proud of everything we did now, 
It ; 


As for Vernard Whattoff, is he perhaps still sore at 
Studebaker? No, in fact the opposite: he is trying to 
reacquire some of his Studebaker past. 
behind the big building is a 1953 2R11 Toter, one of his 
first, which he wants to restore, "I need a Commander 
engine and a 3-speed overdrive. I had them both new, 
they disappeared in the auction." 


"YOu know what?" chuckles Vernard Whattoff. "That guy 
-- we never did sell him a truck." 


looking back at 


Out in the weeds 


Is this truck maybe the 
the one they built for that original customer, 
the man who started Vernard Whattoff thinking about Toters? 
Definitely not, for a very simple reason. 
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TRAILER TOTER 


DIVISION of Whattoff Motor Company 
Ames, lowa 








HIGH IN QUALITY... 


THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT 


Dependable.. 
MAKES TRAILER TOTER THE 


MOST VERSATILE TRANS- Versatile.. 
PORT VEHICLE IN 
TT Sturdy .. 
TODAY 


Flexible . . 


LOW IN COST! 


— Specifications — 
$ Other Side 
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Manufactured and Distibuted by 


WHATTOFF MOTOR CO. 


Ames, lowa 


Manufacturers of the Variable Wheelbase Tractors for transporting 
Mobile Homes 





Е STUDEBAKER 
- Trailer Toter 


“Famed for Economy” 


1 Ton 
Model E13 


V8 
289 
3 9/16-3% 


7.5 
210 @ 4500 
300 @ 2800 


260 @ 2400 


Optional 
(225 HP @ 4500) 


Standard 
Optional 
WET/1 QT. 


20% 
2% 


511 


12 VOLT 
30 amp. 
50 amp. hr. 


3500 
7500 
5.14 
4.86 
N. A.* 


12% x 2 
13 x 24 
232% 
Transmission Band 


67V, 
*Not Available 


SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE 
Type 
Displacement (cu. in.) 
Bore, stroke (in.) 


Compression Ratio 
(to 1) 


Max. Gross HP @ rpm 
Max. Torque @ rpm 


Max. Net Torque 
(D rpm 


4 bbl. Carburetor 
Premium HD features 
Governor 

Air Cleaner, type/cap. 
COOLING SYSTEM 
Capacity (qts) 

Core Thickness (in.) 


Core Frontal Area 
(sq. in.) 


ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 


Capacity 
Generator 


Battery 


AXLES 
Front, rating (lbs.) 


Rear, rating (lbs.) 
Ratio, standard (to 1) 
Ratio, optional (to 1) 
Ratio, standard 2/speed 


BRAKES 
Service Front (in.) 
Service Rear (in.) 
Total Lining (sq. in.) 
Parking (type) 


Parking, area (sq. in.) 


1% Ton 


Model E28 


V8 
289 
3 9/16-3% 


7.5 
225 @ 4500 
300 @ 2800 


260 @ 2400 


Standard 
Standard 
Optional 


WET/1 QT. 


20% 
24 


511 


12 VOLT 
30 amp. 
50 amp. hr. 


4700 
14,000 
N. A.* 
N. A.* 

5.93/8.10 


14 x 2 

145 x 3 

293 4 
Transmission Band 


674 


1 Ton 


Dry Disc 
11 
123.7 


Telescoping-variable 
W.B. 


Built-in winch 


82” 


119” 


Rotary—Double Acting 
Std. 


Airplane type—Double 
Acting— Std.) 


42x2 
9 
1630 
42 x 2) 


8—2860 
1500 
Opt. 


Std. 


N. A.* 


1% Ton 


CLUTCH 
Type Dry Disc 


Diameter (in.) 11 


Area (sq. in.) 123.7 


FRAME 
Type TQUE OU 


Method of changing 
length Built-in winch 


WHEELBASE 
When Toter is 10'0" 
Long 84" 


When Toter is 13'1" 
Long 121" 


SHOCK ABSORBERS 


Rotary—Double Acting 
Front (type) Std. 


Airplane type—Double 


Rear (type) Acting—( Std.) 


SPRINGS 
Front, size (in.) 42 x 2 
Front, leaves 9 
Front, capacity (lbs.) 1630 
42 x 2% 


‘Rear, size (in.) 


Rear, No. of 


Leaves & Capacity 8—2860 


Rear, Coil 1500 


TRANSMISSIONS 
5-Speed Overdrive 
Synchromesh ; Std. 


5-Speed Direct 
Synchromesh Opt. 


TIRES 


7-17.5 6 ply Tubeless 
(Dual Rear) 


8-19.5 8 ply Tubeless 
(Dual Rear Std. 


N. A.* 


TOW BAR—MOBILE HOME 


H.D.—Built in as 
Integral part of frame 


4х4х% Angle— 
Reinforced 


6" Removable 


H.D.—Built in as 
Type Integral part of frame 


4x4x% Angle— 
Reinforced 


6" Removable 


Size (in.) 


Extension 


The manufacturer reserves the right to change specifications, 
designs, or prices, including optional equipment prices, without 
notice and without incurring obligation. Information contained 
herein is from data available at time of printing. 


Whattoff Motor Co. 


Ames, lowa 


1 Ton 


| САВ 
Deluxe Type 
Airfoam Seats 
Dual Electric Windshield Wipers—28PD Dual Electric 
Dual Sun Visors Dual 
LH Arm Rest NS LH 
Yes Vent Windows ^. Yes 


GAS TANK 


Capacity (gal.) 
65 I.C.C. Approved 


OTHER EQUIPMENT — STANDARD ON 
1 TON AND 1% TON MODELS 


H.D. Electric M.H. Brake Control 

Fresh Air Heater & Defroster 

Flares, Flags, Fusees 

1% Qt. Fire Extinguisher 

Directional Signals — front & rear 

3 Streamline Lights on Cab 

Dual Tail & Stop Lights 

3 Other Marker Lights on Rear 

Reflectors 

Spare Bulbs, Fuses, & Container 

2 Drive Shafts 

West Coast Mirrors for 8’ & 10’ Wides—telescoping arms—one adjustmen 

Oil Filter 

Dual Horns 

6 or 12 Volt Circuit to rear of Trailer Toter for Mobile Home Electric 
Circuits 

1 Spare Wheel and Carrier 

1 Metal Tool Box—43" long 


OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT —- at Extra Cost 


Electric Warning Buzzers (Rear Fenders) 

5 Ton Hydraulic Jack 

Two Tone Paint 

Berg Plug-in 

Folding Steel Box 35''x46" x20" 

Radio 

Spot Lights 

Tachometer 

Extra Tires and Carriers 

Air Conditioning 

Bostrom "Level Ride" Seats 

The following items are necessary to pull Mobile Homes and meet І.С.С. 
requirements, but are not supplied as standard equipment. 
Safety chains 

Tire chains 

Hitch balls (2" & 2 5/16") 


America’s most ® 
versatile Mobile Homé 
Transport Vehicle! 











MODEL 
1600H 
INTERNATIONAL 
Lh AD Standard Equipment Le Lf) С 
18,500 Ib. G.V.W. Rating 18,500 Ib. 
Yes Telescoping Frame Yes 
Yes Variable W.B. Yes 
Yes 4-Way Adjusto Hitch Yes 
Yes Built in Winch Yes 
304 cu. in. Engine— V-8 345 cu. in. 
L2 m. Clutch 12 in. 
5 Spd. O.D. Transmission 5 Spd. O.D. 
4700 Ib. Front Axle 4700 Ib. 
|. 6.33/8.81 Rear Axle—2 Spd. 5.83/8.11 
Make transporting a pleasure I bc 
a> Optional Tackometer Yes 
use a Trailer Toter with the Yes тона тыг SHOCKS Yes 
7.50x20 8 ply Tires 7.50x20 8 ply 
° ° Yes Oil Filter Yes 
A Way Adjusto Hitch Yes Heater-Defroster Yes 
Patent Pending Yes Directional Signals Yes 
. Yes West Coast Mirrors Yes 
for 8-10-12 Wides 
Yes H.D. Elec. Brake Control Yes 
Yes Flares, Flags, Fusees Yes 
Yes Fire Extinguisher Yes 
Yes Spare Bulb Kit, Clear. Lights Yes 
| Reflectors 
110 gal ICC Approved Gas Tank 110 gal. 
Yes Built-in Tool Box Yes 
Yes Two Spare Tire Carriers Yes 
Yes Coil Spring Suspension Yes 
on Rear 
Yes Berg Plug-in Yes 





| INTERNATIONAL 


| e 
10'0" (81” wheelbase) ` Р RM railer Toter 





Bumper to Ball Optional Equipment 





Air Conditioning 


with 4-Way Adjusto Hitch Eom Leyo! Kice Seats Manufactured and Distributed by 
— Trans.—4 or 5 Spd. Direct 


Extends їо 14/0" (120" wheelbase) __ 354 cu. in. Diesel Engine | iff M 
140 gal. Fuel Tank—Step Tool Box | Whatto olor C0. 






The manufacturer reserves the right to change specifications, Step Tanks—Gas or Diesel | 
designs, or prices, including optional equipment prices, without Large Utility Box 1244 N. Napanee Street 3605 Lincoln Way 
notice and without incurring obligation. Information contained (with step tanks) ELKHART, IND. AMES, IOWA 
herein i data available at time of printing. | | 

A. in A i negent Hitch Manufacturers of the Variable Wheelbase Tractors 
Whattoff Motor Co. Ames, lowa ud Rear Axle—2 Spd. pese: н for transporting Mobile Homes 

















| im THE TRAILER TOTER TELESCOPING FRAME 
Toter Division Of Whattoff Motor Comp 
id. [ntroducec \djustable Wheelbase Mobile 
Transport Vehicle in 1952. The 






ny Originated 








Air Bags € Completely Centralized C 


Home 












ntrols 


er Toter has Been Copied 

















nr decipi its | | twice x. 2 x. Bit Never bqualed. 
Adjustable Ride € Pressure Supply Available For Auxiliary = = З sE 
Air Operated Tools € Guaranteed Dependabili 3 In The past Few Years The Demand For Different Makes And 





o Increased That We Cannot Include All Of The 





OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT: | ке 
AIR CONDITIONE 

POWER WINCH | 

` AUTOMATIC TRANSMIS: 





Capacities 
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AMERICA'S MOST VERSATILE | 
MOBILE HOME 
| TRANSPORT VEHICLE 





Distributed by 





Ames, lowa 
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TRAILER TOTER'S © 


“CARGO MASTER” 


This is the Ideal Truck For the Operator Who Requires Extra Cargo 
Space. Compare the Features € More Than 12 Cubic Feet of Cargo 
Space € Telescoping Frame € 4-Way Adjusto-Hitch € Two Step-Fuel- 
Tanks* © 8'-10'-12' Wide Mirrors € E-Z Ride Coil Springs € Heavy- 
Duty Adjustable Shock Absorbers € Rolled Fenders € Rugged Con- ЩА | 
struction And Guaranteed Dependability € Available In All Makes Aul E | | CERA 


and Models ® 


* 40 GAL. ON DODGE, FORD & CHEVROLET 





NEW FROM TRAILER TOTER 


“COMPACT SLEEPER” hy) 


The New Trailer Toter May Be Purchased With A "Compact Sleeper". 
Which Folds Behind The Cab. This Sleeper is an Exclusive Feature of 
Trailer Toter. Observe These Features € 80 Inch Length € 5 Inch 
Folded Depth € 85 Pounds Total Weight € Permanent Color And 
Molded Fiber Glass Cabinet € Full Length Piano-Hinge € 3 Inch 
Thick Foam Mattress € Heavy-Duty Weatherproof Fabric Canopy € 
Available On Most Models € Other Sleeper Models Available. 


Ames, lowa 
Elkhart, Indiana 





Distributed by 


WHATTOFF MOTOR COMPANY 
Ph. 515 / 292 - 1360 
Ph. 219/ 264 - 1166 


» 


50 GAL. ON INTERNATIONAL 





THE NEW STANDARD TRAILER TOTER 
FROM WHATTOFF MOTOR COMPANY 


THE - 


jf "TRANSPORT MASTER" 


The Transport-Master is America's Most Versatile Mobile Home 
Transport Vehicle. Compare the Features. Telescoping Frame 9 4- 
Way Adjusto-Hitch € 110 Gallon ICC Approved Fuel Tank € 8'-10'- 
12° Wide Mirrors € E-Z Ride Coil Springs € Heavy Duty Adjust- 
able Shock Absorbers € Full-Width Easy-Access Tool Box € Rolled 
Fenders € Rugged Construction And Guaranteed Dependability ® 
Available in All Makes and Models ® 





E 


б йу 





TRAILER TOTER'S NEW 





df “UTILITY MASTER" 


In Response To The Demand For A Utility Truck for Transporting 
Mobile Homes, The New Trailer Toter "Utility-Master" Offers These 
Unique Features € 20 or 27 Square Feet of Floor Space € 24 or 36 
Cubic Feet of Enclosed Cargo Space € 125 Gallon Saddle-Fuel 
Tank € Hand and Tie-Down Rail € 4-Way Adjusto-Hitch € E-Z Ride 
Coil Springs € Heavy-Duty Adjustable Shock Absorbers € 8'-10'-12' 
Wide Mirrors € Rolled Fenders € Rugged Construction and Guar- 
anteed Dependability € Available In All Makes And Models ® 











Biography 


Don Whattoff was born October 30, 1917 in Ames, Iowa. He 
was the second son of Joe and Clara Whattoff. Don graduated from 
Ames High School in 1935, and attended ISU for one year. He then 
went into the filling station business with his dad and brothers, 
Vernard and Murl. 

Don married Clara Norem of McCallsburg, in 1941. The 
newlyweds moved to Washington, D.C. and worked for the FBI for 
2 years. Don was in the fingerprinting department. During this time, 
his poem "Pearl Harbor" was published in the FBI magazine. 

During World War II Don served in the Merchant Marines. Clara 
was living in Manhattan, N.Y. Don was shipping out to Italy, so 
Clara rode the subway one hour to see him and say good-bye. As 
his ship was leaving port, she was back on her 8th story balcony 
waving, and he was on ship waving his white handkerchief. 

Don's ships delivered bombs and other war goods to France. He 
would steer the ship or stand look-out on the bow. He tells the story 
of one trip when they loaded thousands of tons of bombs into the 
bottom of the ship. Then troops loaded on to transport over to the 
warfront. The rumor began floating about that thousands of tons of 
bombs were aboard and the men were terrified. The captain then 
assured the men—it was just a rumor! 

Don's ship was in drydock in Seattle when the Japanese 
surrendered. Clara was pregnant with Martha, so they bought a 
$200 car and drove home. They stopped in the desert and slept on 
the ground under the starry sky. 

Following the war, they returned to Ames and were partners in 
the family car dealership. Whattoff Motor began with Studebakers 
and Packards. Later they sold Simca, Toyota, Dodge, and Trailer 
Toters. 

Don and Clara were blessed with seven children; Martha, Elaine, 
Kathie, Sherry, Nancy, Donald, and Becky. They have 22 
grandchildren, and 4 great grandchildren. 

Some of Don's favorite pastimes have included taking the kids 
for a ride in the camper, sailing, houseboating, racing Toyotas on 





the ice, riding horses, rodeos, coffee with the boys, swimming, 
reading, and listening to his favorite prophecy preachers on the 
radio. Don and Clara are members of the Napier Methodist Church. 

Don has had a special relationship with God, the Father for 
many years. He diligently led his family in devotions at mealtime 
and could often be seen reading his Bible. God's inspiration can 
easily be felt in many of Don's writings. Often the inspiration came 
in the middle of the night! 


"I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my 
God as long as I live. May my meditations be pleasing to 


Him, as I rejoice in the Lord." 
Psalm 104: 33-34 







Donald in his 
Merchant Marine 
Uniform 


Clara and Donald 
on their 40th 
Wedding Anniversary 


STUDEBAKER 
STUDEBAKE 
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Whattoff Motor Company front lot in early 1959, surrounded by 
melting snow, and hundreds of Lark 4-doors for the Iowa State Highway Commission. 
Left to right: Vernard Whattoff, general manager; Bain Crowley, salesman; Donald 
Whattoff, sales manager; unknown, mechanic; Jim Henry, mechanic; Dick Milligan, 


parts; Wayne ??, mechanic; Russ Eckart, accountant. Note Trailer Toter sign 
prominently displayed 


spring mud, 


n tm: cz 





